
  

 

Kathy cleared the room Apr 27 
Abdullah joined the chat 10:56 
Kelsey joined the chat 10:56 
Abdullah: Hello every body 10:57 

Abdullah: 10:57 
Kelsey: hey 10:57 
Conner L joined the chat 10:58 
Conner L: hello everyone 10:58 

Abdullah: hi 10:58 
Conner L: How is everyone enjoying the weather? 10:59 
Maxwell joined the chat 10:59 

Kelsey: 10:59 

Abdullah: no 10:59 
Conner L: hhaha ikr?!!?! where is summer?! 10:59 
Lindsey joined the chat 11:00 
Maxwell: Morning and not enjoying the rain 11:00 

Abdullah: you see Conner 11:00 
Lindsey: at least it's not snow :\ 11:00 
Abdullah: Me too Maxwell 11:00 
Abdullah: Yes that is right 11:00 
Conner L: true that!!!!! 11:00 
Conner L: how many people are here? 11:01 
Maxwell: 5 11:01 
Kelsey: 5 11:01 
Lindsey: i think 5 11:01 

Abdullah: I do not know 11:01 
Conner L: is that all we need to get started? 11:01 
Kelsey: are you the discussion leader? 11:01 

Conner L: yea i am  11:01 
Kelsey: sure go for it 11:02 
Conner L: Allright 11:02 
Conner L: Good morning everyone and welcome to todays discussion 11:02 
Abdullah: yes we shold stert 11:02 
Conner L: Today we will be discussing the article "While i was sleeping" and this article talks 
about the world getting smaller due to recent outsourcing and how we are not noticing it 11:03 
Abdullah: Who is the author for this article? 11:04 
Conner L: the author is Thomas Friedman and he is a traveling journalist, that upon a trip to 
india found this country outsources some of our business overseas. he has won 4 pulitzer 
prizes, as well as having four published books 11:04 
Julie G joined the chat 11:04 
Conner L: i feel that the article is best summed up py the quote on page 422 paragraph 17 
11:05 
Conner L: Professionally, the recognition that the world was flat was unnerving becase I 
realized that this flattening had been taking place while I was sleeping, and I had missed it. 
11:05 
Conner L: in this article, he talks about how various times in history, he has noticed that some 
things have changed the way we produce goods and services, and how the world gets smaller 
by that fact 11:06 
Conner L: this is a general question, but how do you guys feel about outsourcing some things 
like call centers, accounting tax audits and so forth? 11:07 
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Lindsey: I think we should make sure that there is a job for every american before we start 
giving jobs to other countries. 11:07 
Maxwell: yes, rather than going for the cheapest available option 11:08 
Julie G: I agree with Lindsey 11:08 
Maxwell: go for the option that best supports the nation 11:08 
Kelsey: I had never really thought about it. call centers aren't really a big deal because it is 
just people basically instructing you through something. 11:08 
Lindsey: jobs are getting more and more scarce. it is no wonder that there are so many people 
in debt and unemployed. 11:08 
Maxwell: not just yourself 11:08 
Abdullah: In fact, a good question for me I think if we need them Why do not we use 
outsourcing 11:09 
Conner L: good point Lindsey, however, we have to think about the businesses, if we are 
unable to stay in business due to rising costs of production, we would have to close and loose 
massive jobs, rather than just outsource a few to stay open 11:09 
Lindsey: thats a good point too 11:09 
Kelsey: But the people outsourcing are not getting paid as much as an American would so they 
are doing it to save money as well 11:09 
Conner L: i believe this question is a very good one Abdullah, there are two side to outsourcing 
that people usually favor one over the other 11:10 
Abdullah: On the other hand, we must develop ourselves to occupy these posts to learn from 
foreign experiences 11:10 
Conner L: i know it may be a cliche, but lets take an example that is in favor of outsourcing 
11:10 
Conner L: Starbucks coffee Corperation has most of its coffee grown in latin america, africa , 
and many countries in the asia pacific... however they do not send people to do it, they have 
local farmers grow and harvest the coffee crops. they however pay what the farmers would be 
able to get paid if they work in the us 11:12 
Conner L: so they are not cutting costs, but rather helping other counties with their jobs and 
economies 11:12 
Kelsey: well good for them then. countries communicating and working together is not a bad 
thing 11:13 
Kathy joined the chat 11:13 
Lindsey: well and besides that... who wants coffee that was grown in wa? 11:13 
Kelsey: Ha! exactly 11:13 
Julie G: In that case it is fair and we may not be able to grow the crops in the US or grow 
them as well. Therefore in that case, I think Starbucks outsourcing is good for out economy 
11:14 
Conner L: hahaha well still there are other companies that i am sure pay the people producing 
the product or service in other countries what they would be paid in the us 11:14 
Abdullah: that is right. 11:14 
Kelsey: yes but there are a lot of companies that dont..like Nike 11:15 
Maxwell: i was going to say^ 11:15 
Maxwell: what about from the other point of view 11:15 
Maxwell: like sweatshops 11:15 
Abdullah: haha Maxwell 11:15 
Conner L: well that is a good point 11:15 
Lindsey: And maybe in some cases it does help or create jobs in the US too. I know walmart 
doesn't pay what they would pay and American to do the same thing but... you can't beat their 
cheap prices. which creates more Walmart's and more US jobs. 11:15 
Julie G: a lot of companies abuse their powers of outsourcing, like Nike, which is a huge 



problem: we loose american jobs and treat other countries workers poorly 11:16 
Conner L: there are some companies that aren't quite so responsible with their outsourcing 
decisions as others, and that is what give outsourcing the bad reputation[ 11:16 

Abdullah: I agree with you Juile, that is too bad 11:16 
Kelsey: Nike actually helps those countries though because Nike is providing jobs at the same 
amount of pay if that foreign worker got a local job for their town 11:17 
Kelsey: Most of those workers are happy because of sitting at home taking care of brothers 
and sisters they get to make money 11:17 
Maxwell: I guess... but working for 18 hours a day... 11:18 
Conner L: I agree with Julie, and unfortunately there are really no ways to regulate what other 
companies are doing with their offshore employees, however they are creating jobs in an 
attempt to help those developing countries strengthen their economy 11:18 
Kelsey: It's their choice 11:18 
Maxwell: its just greed 11:18 
Julie G: and sweat shops... 11:18 
Kelsey: I agree with conner 11:18 
Lindsey: i think that is a good point Kelsey... do we pay what we would pay and American or 
do we pay what is normal for their country or town? 11:18 
Lindsey: an* 11:18 
Lindsey: I 11:18 
Lindsey: I'm not saying I agree with sweatshops but just to look at another side of it. 11:19 
Kelsey: I think Nike actually pays more than they would get from another local job...something 
I learned in economics 11:19 
Conner L: I guess you would have to put yourselves in the workers shoes, would you rather 
work long laborious days and be able to provide for your family? or be struggling on poverty? 
11:19 
Kelsey: exactly 11:20 
Julie G: Well I think that is a social issue and Nike and other corporations like that are 
encouraging that social issue by giving workers poor conditions. 11:20 
Kelsey: They aren't in poor conditions, just low pay 11:21 
Conner L: i think the bad view we get from sweatshops, is because other countries minimum 
wages are way lower, and they don't have the unions that the us has to make sure the labor 
force is ok, but if they did have those unions then it wouldn't be such a bad thing..... those 
workers only know what they are working with and such 11:21 
Abdullah: New information for me about these companies 11:21 
Lindsey: it is probably poor conditions compared to what we would be used to but in their 
countries it is probably fairly good conditions. 11:21 
Julie G: well the sweat shops are or like what connor said about the "long laborious days" 11:21 
Conner L: in my opinion the workers there are no different from farmers here...... they work 
long taxing laborious days for crops that may or may not yield what they want 11:22 
Lindsey: that is a good point. i never would have thought of that. 11:23 
Abdullah: that is right Conner 11:23 
Julie G: thats a good point connor 11:23 
Conner L: and farming is as dangerous as a sweatshop...... my grandpa got run over by a 

tractor  11:23 

Lindsey: 11:23 
Conner L: i think if the WORLD economy would pull together and get an international 
minimum wage, as well as an inter national code of safer for businesses then it would not be 
such a bad thing 11:24 
Kelsey: yeah good luck with that, but your right 11:25 
Julie G: thats a GREAT idea!!! like a system of codes for outsourcind or something. 11:25 



Conner L: Yes!!!! 11:25 
Conner L: Well, do you guys have any questions? 11:25 
Maxwell: that would be so hard 11:25 

Abdullah: Yes that is great  11:25 
Lindsey: probably not but if we all tried to band together as one functioning society... can you 
imagine all of the civil wars? 11:26 
Kathy: Anyone who wants a copy of this dialogue, pls remember to copy paste to word. 11:24 
11:26 
Lindsey: We should all be trying to get along but... all of the power hungry people? scary stuff. 
11:26 
Maxwell: would you set one wage for every country or different wages per country? 11:26 
Conner L: @Lindsey, but after we realize that we are one set of species, we are the humanity, 
we should be ale to pull together and settle our differences 11:27 
Lindsey: you would have to create one form of currency. 11:27 
Maxwell: i mean not all countries have the same amount of wealth to pay workers MW 11:27 
Kelsey: one wage would make sense for outsourcing 11:27 
Conner L: yes it would 11:27 
Lindsey: @Conner, I am not saying it wouldn't be ideal... but it would be a very very long very 
difficult process. 11:28 
Kelsey: I don't think it will EVER happen 11:28 
Kelsey: we just can't get along 11:28 
Lindsey: I'd like to be optimistic about it and say someday it will... but I don't think it will be in 
my lifetime. 11:29 
Conner L: yes unfortunatly 11:29 
Conner L: well are you guys ready to go? 11:29 
Lindsey: Did you get all of your questions answered? 11:29 
Julie G: Theres always gonna be the greedy business people that try to milk out the most 
production for the least price but I think A system of codes for outsourcing would be great..will 
take a while.. 11:29 
Conner L: it will 11:30 
Conner L: yes i did 11:30 
Maxwell: So overall what is the opinion on outsourcing? 11:30 

Kathy: Great job, Conner!  11:30 
Maxwell: opinions* 11:30 

Abdullah: Good job Conner  11:30 
Conner L: my opinion? over all it is a good thing, if used right, however absolute power 
corrupts absolutly 11:31 
Kelsey: see ya guys later! good discussion 11:31 
Conner L: Well thank you guys for providing yet another interesting online discussion, and 

remember to have a GREAT DAY!!!!!! (despite this crappy weather!) 11:31 
Lindsey: mmmm..... mostly not a fan for me. sometimes its ok. 11:31 
Julie G: Same as lindsey! 11:31 
Maxwell: Thank you Conner 11:32 
Lindsey: cya guys tomorrow! 11:32 
Julie G: Nice job Conner! great discussion 11:32 
Conner L: you are welcome see allyaall tomorrow 11:32 

Abdullah: See you later guys 11:32 
Conner L: bye 11:33 
Conner L left the chat 11:33 

 

 


